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Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  S REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1949.  The  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  given  in 
Circular  2/50  (Wales). 

The  vital  statistics  published  show  some  changes  from 
those  of  1947  and  1948  when  related  to  deaths  from  maternal 
causes  and  the  infantile  mortality  rate.  The  two  years  men- 
tioned were  free  from  deaths  from  maternal  causes,  but  we 
did  have  one  such  death  during  this  year.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  also  higher  during  this  year  than  in  the  two 
previous  years,  but  no  particular  significance  can  be  attached 
to  such  an  occurrence  for  the  District’s  population  is  so  small 
an  unit  that  a very  few  deaths  in  the  age  group  with  which  we 
are  concerned  when  calculating  this  rate  can  materially  change 
our  figures,  therefore  they  cannot  be  utilised  to  portray  a trend. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  from  any  simple  cause 
was  due  to  heart  disease.  The  fact  that  so  many  die  from 
diseases  of  the  heart  at  even  fairly  early  ages  causes  some 
concern  to  the  medical  profession  as  a whole,  and  a considerable 
amount  of  research  is  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and 
to  seek  a cure. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  new  legislation  regarding 
the  production  and  the  distribution  of  milk  became  operative. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  new  Acts  and  Regulations  is  to  ensure 
a cleaner  and  safer  milk  supply  to  the  community.  The 
benefits  of  this  wholesome  liquid  food  are  sufficiently  well  known 
to  need  no  particular  comment,  but  perhaps  it  can  be  said 
once  again  that  every  precaution  is  necessary  in  its  production 
and  distribution  to  avoid  infectivity,  for  there  are  many  dan- 
gerous diseases  which  can  be  milk-borne.  Your  officers  are  of 
course  aware  of  these  dangers  and  continue  to  use  the  powers 
vested  in  them  in  an  effort  to  reduce  or  eliminate  conditions 
or  practices  which  are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  general 
public. 
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The  various  water  supplies  of  the  District  were  super- 
vised during  the  year  and  were  sampled  when  occasion  arose, 
as  the  perusal  of  the  Report  will  show. 

The  District’s  supply  of  water  is  satisfactory  in  quantity 
and  quality  and  in  the  method  of  its  distribution  since  by  far 
the  greater  percentage  of  premises  are  connected  to  one  or  other 
of  the  various  supplies. 

The  contents  of  the  Report  show  that  the  housing  of 
the  people  was  a problem  that  received  much  attention,  but, 
even  so,  much  remains  to  be  done.  The  figures  published  reveal 
that  of  those  applying  to  be  re-housed  over  700  were  without 
separate  homes.  Many  of  you  are  no  doubt  aware  that  apart- 
ment life  breeds  many  social  evils  which  lead  to  extreme  un- 
happiness. An  effort  which  has  as  its  object  the  provision 
of  a separate  home  for  each  family  cannot  therefore  be  over 
commended. 

During  the  year  considerable  progress  was  made 
towards  providing  a water  carriage  system  of  sewage 
disposal  to  the  various  villages  situated  on  the  fringe  of  the 
District’s  main  centres  of  population.  Looking  at  this  matter 
from  the  health  point  of  view  it  is  something  that  really  needs 
to  be  done.  The  present  method  of  sewage  disposal  as 
affecting  these  villages  is  one  that  cannot  be  defended,  there- 
fore it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  action  is  being  taken  by  the 
Authority  which  will  soon  very  largely  solve  the  problem. 


The  schedule  dealing  with  the  factories  in  the  area  shows 
that  we  have  a large  number  which  have  to  be  supervised  for 
various  purposes  which  come  within  our  powers  under  the 
Factories  Acts.  The  execution  of  these  duties  brings  many 
rewards  from  the  health  point  of  view  since  they  deal  with 
the  welfare  of  a high  percentage  of  the  District’s  population. 
It  is  my  belief  that  if  working  conditions  in  all  factories  of 
whatever  type  were  the  highest  attainable,  a great  contribution 
would  be  made  towards  the  health  of  the  nation. 


In  preventive  medicine  we  deal  with  many  aspects  of 
human  well-being,  and  some  of  the  most  important  are  those 
which  relate  to  the  manufacture,  handling  and  distribution  of 
our  food  supply.  Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  due  to  improper 
methods  when  dealing  with  various  foods  have  led  to  many 
deaths  among  the  population  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years,  and  this  is  tragic  evidence 
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that  matters  are  not  satisfactory  generally.  The  implementation 
of  the  new  Food  Byelaws  which  your  Authority  has  adopted 
should  be  instrumental  in  effecting  a considerable  improvement 
in  so  far  as  this  District  is  concerned. 

Your  Authority  was  without  a Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  whole  of  the  year  under  review.  A Medical  Officer 
was  called  in  to  attend  to  matters  of  a purely  medical  nature 
when  such  need  arose.  The  additional  effort  needed  to  main- 
tain the  Public  Health  Services  was  undertaken  by  the  Tech- 
nical Officers  and  the  Lay  Staff  of  your  Department.  I feel 
that  it  is  your  wish  as  a Council  that  appreciation  be  extended 
to  all  concerned  for  the  manner  in  which  the  added  res- 
ponsibilities have  been  borne. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 


Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  William  Williams. 

Public  Health  Officers 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

Additional  Sanitary 

Inspector 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 


Vacant. 

leuan  Lewis,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 
(Meat  and  other  Foods) 

G.  A.  Rees,  M.S.I.A. 

D.  J.  Davies,  M.S.I.A. 

E.  C.  Melton,  M.S.I.A.  (part-year) 


Administrative  & Clerical  : 

Senior  Assistant  ...  John  Rogers 

H.  Wynne  Jones,  A.R.San.I.  Mary  E.  Davies 
Rufus  Thomas  Elwyn  Lewis  (part-year) 

Cyril  Edwards  (part-year)  Gaynor  Jones. 


The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  having  been  in 
operation  for  the  full  year  for  which  this  Report  is  submitted, 
the  usual  particulars  for  other  staff  are  not  included. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS 


34,969  acres 
32,780 
£124,540 
£457 

1,000  estimated 
civilian  population 
14*4  per  1,000  estimated 
civilian  population 
Still-birth  rate  per  R.G.’s  still-birth  figures  : 22’8  per  1,000  live 

and  still-births 

Death-rate  : 13-2  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 


Area  as  given  on  Ordnance  Maps 
Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population 

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Birth-rate  per  R.G.’s  birth  figures  : 14- 7 per 


Live-birth  rate  per  R.G.’s  birth  figures 


Deaths 


No.  29  Puerperal  and  Post  Abor- 
tive Sepsis  

No.  30  Other  Maternal  Causes 
Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one 
year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„ Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

„ Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age)  ... 


Nil 

1 


5L0 

49-8 

90-9 

64 

Nil 

Nil 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  and  still-births 
per  Registrar- 
General’s  figures 

Nil 

2*1 


Report  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

The  factories  in  operation  in  the  district  were  supervised 
during  the  year,  and  where  defects  were  found  which  came  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  your  Authority,  appropriate  remedial  action 
was  taken  to  effect  the  necessary  improvements. 

The  total  number  of  factories  where  electric  power  is 
used  remained  the  same,  for  although  two  new  factories  were 
opened,  two  others  ceased  to  operate  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  factories  in  which  section  7 of  the  Act  is  enforced 
by  your  Authority  was  reduced  by  six  during  the  year.  The 
defects  and  changes  reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
also  received  attention  and  were  recorded  in  our  Register. 

Further  particulars  appertaining  to  these  factories  are 
given  in  the  detailed  schedule  included  in  this  Report. 
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PART  VIII.  OUTWORK.  (SECTIONS  110  and  111). 

No  action  became  necessary  under  this  Part  of  the  Act  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR  1949,  CLASSIFIED  BY  AGES, 

CAUSES  AND  LOCALITIES. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1949 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

Rale  per 
1,000 
Births 

32 

§ 

42 

36 

to 

46 

OO 

•O 

36 

32 

48 

CO 

23 

Deaths 
under 
1 Year 

504 

391 

m 

rn 

25 

42 

27 

OO 

22 

rn 

- 

C/) 

X 

H 

< 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

11-7 

12-2 

12-7 

10-7 

15-7 

14-1 

12-5 

11-6 

OO 

6 

cn 

CN 

15-1 

| 6-8 

LU 

Q 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

: 

8,896 

OO 

O 

OO 

vO 

2,088 

642 

450 

431 

422 

148 

303 

283 

139 

306 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population 

16-7 

17-5 

16-1 

14-9 

17-0 

20-9 

20-9 

18-3 

20-0 

18-8 

14-8 

17-6 

Number 

of 

Births 

: 

12,515 

9,388 

3,127 

609 

542 

718 

759 

251 

463 

426 

136 

603 

•2 

Total 

• 

i 734,610 

535,750 

098‘86I 

O 

<o 

OO 

o' 

31,900 

34,430 

36,390 

13,700 

23,100 

22,710 

9,237 

34,530 

^2 — 
a 
•§ 

Civilian 

: 

730,400 

535,620 

194,780 

40,850 

31,900 

34,430 

36,390 

13,700 

23,100 

22,710 

9,207 

34,280 

England  and  Wales  

Administrative  County 

Urban  Districts  

Rural  Districts  

Health  Division.  Constituent  Districts. 
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Penybont  Rural 
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Neath  and  Neath  M.B. 

District 

Neath  Rural 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 

Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 
Glyncorrwg 

Port  Talbot  M.B. 

South  East  Barry  M.B. 

'jiainui  5CU1 

Cardiff  Rural  ... 
Cowbridge  M.B. 
Cowbridge  Rural 
Penarth  Urban  ... 

West  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural  ... 

Llwchwr  Urban 
Pontardawe  Rural 

Rhondda  Rhondda  Urban 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE,  1949 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Industrial  

4 

1 

2 

1 

Hypostatic  Pneumonia 
following  fractured 
Femur  

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

1 

Burns  

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Electrocution 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Drowning 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Accidental  Smothering 
by  Bedclothes 

1 

1 

... 

• 

Exposure  

... 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

7 

7 

4 

3 

3 

4 

SUICIDE, 

1949 

Male 

Female 

Cly- 

dach 

Pontar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Hanging  

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

ROAD 

TRAFFIC  ACCIDENTS,  1949 

Male 

Female 

Cly- 

dach 

Puntar- 

dawe 

Ystaly- 

fera 

G.C.G. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

1 

1 

2 

... 
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DEATHS  IN  VARIOUS  MONTHS,  1949 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

JANUARY  

26 

23 

49 

FEBRUARY  

24 

20 

44 

MARCH  

23 

24 

4 7 

APRIL  

22 

15 

37 

MAY  

27 

12 

39 

JUNE  

11 

19 

30 

JULY  

17 

9 

26 

AUGUST 

13 

14 

27 

SEPTEMBER  

16 

12 

28 

OCTOBER  

10 

9 

19 

NOVEMBER  

21 

21 

42 

DECEMBER  

30 

14 

44 

TOTALS  ... 

240 

192 

432 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  City  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  still  examines 
pathological  specimens  for  your  Authority,  but  where  there  is 
urgency  specimens  are  also  submitted  to  the  Beck  Laboratory, 
Swansea. 

Milk,  water  and  icecream  samples  and  those  of  other 
foods  are  sent  to  the  Cardiff  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  chemical  analysis.  During  the  year  milk 
tests  were  also  made  at  the  small  laboratory  attached  to  Ynis- 
derw  House. 

Samples  taken  : 

Water  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations 41 

Chemical  Analyses  12 

Milk  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations 48 

Resazurin  Test 61 

Icecream  : 

Bacteriological  Examinations 76 

Chemical  Analyses  76 

Sewage  : 

Sewage  Analyses  ....  24 

Effluent  Analyses  24 
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{b)  Welfare  Services,  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Services. 


r 


The  hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the  Glantawe 
Hospital  Management  Committee,  and  the  welfare  and  ambul- 
ance services  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Water. 

The  main  water  supply  of  the  district  is  obtained  from 
the  Cray  Reservoir  by  arrangement  with  the  Swansea  Cor- 
poration. This  source  of  supply  is  supplemented  by  tanks 
and  springs  maintained  throughout  the  area  by  the  Council’s 
Engineering  and  Water  Department. 

(1)  The  water  supplied  from  the  various  sources  to  the 
District’s  inhabitants  is  such  as  to  give  an  adequate  supply 
and  is  generally  satisfactory  in  ( a ) quality  and  ( b ) quantity. 

(2)  Chemical  analyses  of  various  water  supplies  were 
obtained  in  12  instances,  and  41  samples  were  taken  for  bacter- 
iological examination.  These  samples  were  taken  from  raw 
water  and  from  water  going  into  supply  after  treatment. 
Results  on  the  whole  were  satisfactory. 

(3)  None  of  the  water  samples  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  showed  any  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead. 

(4)  Where  there  was  any  suspicion  of  any  form  of  con- 
tamination a report  was  made  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  so 
that  he  might  take  the  necessary  action. 

(5)  The  system  of  stand  pipes  has  ceased  to  operate  in 
the  District.  The  vast  majority  of  houses  and  other  properties 
situated  within  the  district  have  been  connected  to  one  or  other 
of  the  Council’s  water  supplies. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Council’s  sub-committee,  instituted  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  possible  sources  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams, 
inspected  the  district  on  occasions  during  the  year.  Industrial 
concerns  were  visited  and  when  thought  necessary  suggestions 


16 


were  made  to  the  management  which  were  intended  to  improve 
the  nature  of  the  effluent  discharged  into  rivers  and  streams. 
Some  improvement  was  subsequently  found  following  im- 
plementation of  these  suggestions. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

(a)  Disinfestation — 

Number  of  (1)  Council  Houses  (1)  Infested  3 

(2)  Disinfested  3 

Number  of  (2)  other  Houses  (1)  Infested  18 

(2)  Disinfested  18 

(b)  Methods  employed  for  Disinfesting  Houses. 

In  infested  premises  the  rooms  were  stripped  of  wall 
paper  and  woodwork,  and  everything  was  then  sprayed  with 
insecticide.  Articles  of  furniture  were  also  treated  when  this 
was  found  necessary. 

Where  clothes  were  suspected  of  being  infested  they  were 
treated  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  situated  at  the  Gellynudd 
Isolation  Hospital,  with  which  Institution  we  have  a working 
arrangement  until  our  own  Disinfecting  Station  is  in  operation. 

Free  issues  of  disinfectants  and  insecticides  are  made  to 
the  general  public.  It  is  thought  that  this  method  has  been 
instrumental  in  encouraging  interest  in  means  of  disinfestation 
and  thereby  reducing  its  prevalence. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluent 

Reports  on  the  results  of  analysis  of  samples  of  sewage 
and  sewage  effluent  are  received  from  time  to  time  from  the 
County  Authority.  These  show  no  marked  variation  from  the 
results  in  previous  years,  but  cannot  be  considered  to  be 
entirely  satisfactory,  although  they  show  a sewage  of  moderate 
strength  and  an  effluent  fairly  efficiently  purified. 

Development  of  Sewerage  Schemes 

The  schemes  inaugurated  immediately  after  the  war  for 
bringing  modern  methods  of  sewage  disposal  to  outlying 
villages  is  now  being  fully  implemented,  with  beneficial  results 
to  the  inhabitants  concerned. 
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Particulars  are  given  below  of  new  works  completed,  or 
in  course  of  construction  : — 


Parish 

Description  of  Works 

Progress  during  1 949 

Llanguicke 

Rhiwfawr  Sewerage  Scheme 

Rhiwfawr  Privy  Conversion  Scheme 
Rhydyfro  Sewerage  Scheme 

Completed 

Commenced 

Commenced 

Cilybebyll 

Rhos  Sewerage  Scheme  

Commenced 

Mawr 

Garnswllt  Privy  Conversion  Scheme 

Commenced 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING 

House  Inspection 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  house-to-house  inspections  continued  to  be  undertaken 
in  all  parts  of  the  district  by  the  Inspectorate,  with  a view  to 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  and  nuisances  arising  from 
sanitary  defects.  Full  details  of  these  inspections  and  the  action 
taken  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  this 
Report. 

For  a brief  period  during  the  year  we  had  the  services 
of  an  extra  Sanitary  Inspector  and  much  additional  beneficial, 
or  even  essential  duties,  were  performed  as  a consequence  for 
the  housing  and  other  services. 

Re-Housing  Progress 

The  progress  of  new  housing  construction  shows  that  the 
Authority  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  recover  some  of  the 
ground  lost  in  the  matter  of  housing  the  people  during  the 
war  years.  A large  number  of  houses  were  in  course  of  con- 
struction during  the  year  and  we  succeeded  in  re-housing 
75  families  during  this  period. 

The  question  of  proper  housing  accommodation  for  the 
people  is  one  which  is  of  considerable  interest  to  medical  men 
since  it  is  so  easily  demonstrated  that  much  social  evil  is  the 
outcome  of  inadequate  housing  space.  It  is  felt  by  many  that 
when  solving  the  housing  need  of  a family,  with  its  associated 
hygiene  and  environmental  problems,  a considerable  contri- 
bution is  made  to  the  cause  of  preventive  medicine. 
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Allocation  of  the  Council’s  Houses  under  the  Points 

Scheme. 

The  Points  Scheme  under  which  allocations  of  Council 
houses  are  made  to  applicants  has  been  in  operation  since  the 
termination  of  the  last  war.  The  scheme  has  been  modified 
from  time  to  time  as  experience  was  gained  in  its  application 
and  in  the  light  of  guidance  received  through  the  Ministry. 
Since  its  inception  296  families  have  been  re-housed  and  the 
schedules  published  in  this  section  of  the  Report  show  that 
a large  number  of  types  have  been  catered  for,  which,  it  is 
claimed,  is  proof  that  the  present  practice  has  much  to  com- 
mend itself. 

Housing  Applicants 

Early  in  the  year,  by  the  direction  of  the  Minister,  the 
waiting  list  for  houses  was  revised  by  circulating  to  all  appli- 
cants a questionnaire  in  which  they  were  required  to  state  if 
they  still  wished  to  be  considered  for  a Council  house.  By 
this  method  the  true  position  regarding  housing  need  as  it  then 
stood  was  ascertained.  The  results  received  were  then  sent  to 
the  Minister  after  being  arranged  in  the  following  order  to 
show  the  particular  need  of  each  ward  : — 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS. 


Ward 

Total 

Summary  of  L 

ive  Applicants 

Agricultural 

Workers 

Without  Separate 
Homes 

With  Separate 
Homes 

Rhyndwyclydach 

202 

147 

55 

2 

Gellionen 

75 

42 

33 

Cilybebyll 

123 

67 

56 

2 

Godrergraig 

90 

53 

37 

Cwmllynfell 

83 

45 

38 

1 

Mawr  ... 

59 

34 

25 

1 

Blaenegel 

174 

109 

65 

Ynisymond 

29 

21 

8 

Alltygrug 

137 

86 

51 

1 

Caegurwen 

155 

110 

45 

Total 

1,127 

714 

413 

7 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  waiting  list  of  applicants  had 
increased  to  1,183. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  RE-HOUSED.  SUMMARY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


r 


Notes 

1 Keyworker 

1 re-housed  in 
Clydach 
I in  B.  & M. 

1 in  Ynisymond 

1 Keyworker 

1 Keyworker 

1 Keyworker 
1 re-housed  in 
Godrergraig 

I Keyworker 
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ANALYSIS  OF  APPLICANTS  RE-HOUSED  SUMMARY  TO  DATE— END  OF  1949. 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 


SUMMARY  OF  MILK  PRODUCERS,  Etc. 
(At  1st  October,  1949.) 


Parish  of 

i r 

Sources 

from 

Outside 

Area 

Total 

Regis- 

tered 

Trade 

Rhyndwy- 

clydach 

Lion-  j Cily- 
euicke  bebyll 

Ynisy- 

tnond 

Mawr 

Producers  

30 

54 

12 

7 

52 

6 

161 

Producer — Retailers  ... 

18 

42 

20 

10 

15 

18 

123 

Retailers  

8 

15 

1 

... 

1 

6 

31 

Cowkeepers  

I 

5 

1 

2 

9 

TOTALS 

57 

116 

34 

19 

68 

30 

324 

Milk  Supply. 

The  total  number  of  farms  situated  in  the  District  and 
registered  for  the  production  of  milk  when  the  new  Regulations 
(to  which  reference  will  be  made  later)  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  October,  1949,  was  260.  The  above  schedule  shows  the 
distribution  of  Milk  Producers,  Producer/ Retailers,  Retailers 
and  Cowkeepers  registered  with  this  Authority,  and  also  includes 
those  whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the  Rural  District. 
Full  particulars  of  the  260  dairy  farms  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  the  relevant  date  in  accordance 
with  Ministerial  direction. 


Milk  Samples 

The  following  table  has  been  included  so  that  the  standard 
of  the  Area’s  milk  supply  can  be  better  appreciated.  It  gives 
an  analysis  of  the  results  of  tests  made  at  the  various  laboratories 
of  the  samples  submitted. 
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Group 

No. 

Taken 

No. 

Satis- 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis- 

factory 

°/ 

/o 

Satis- 

factory 

Total  taken — All  Classes  

512 

410 

102 

80-1 

City  and  County  Laboratory,  Cardiff, 
Bacteriological  Examination  

48 

38 

10 

79-2 

Samples  taken  and  subjected  to  Resaz- 
urin  Test  at  Ynisderw  House 

61 

40 

21 

65-6 

Samples  taken  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Officers  and  tested  at  Swansea  Lab- 
oratory Resazurin  Test  

403 

332 

71 

82-4 

Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  to  be  present  in  one  of  the 
samples  taken.  The  milk  supply  involved  was  retailed  within 
the  area  from  premises  situated  in  the  area  of  an  adjoining 
Authority. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  laboratory  report  the  appropriate 
authorities  were  informed  so  that  action  could  be  taken  to 
trace  and  eliminate  the  source  of  infection. 

In  the  cases  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  received, 
due  to  uncleanliness,  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  concerned 
and  clear  instructions  in  the  precautions  necessary  to  ensure 
a clean  milk  supply  were  given  to  all  milk  handlers." 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)]* Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

The  legislation  mentioned  above  came  into  operation  on 
1st  October,  1949.  It  had  the  effect  of  considerably  re-organ- 
lsing  the  administration  and  supervision  of  matters  relating 
to  the  production  and  distribution  of  the  community’s  milk 
supply. 
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The  Ministries  of  Health,  Food  and  Agriculture  have 
separate  functions  under  the  Regulations,  and  local  authorities 
are  responsible  for  certain  duties  which  are  dealt  with  in  detail 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  this  Report.  Powers  of 
the  Authority  over  the  control  of  distribution  have  been  con- 
siderably extended  and  should  lead  to  a marked  improvement 
in  the  cleanliness  of  raw  milk. 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  in  the 
District  during  the  year.  This  is  a matter  for  some  satisfaction, 
having  regard  to  the  large  number  of  meals  that  are  served 
under  difficult  conditions  in  industrial  premises  where  the  nature 
of  the  work  carried  on  makes  it  harder  to  achieve  a high  standard 
of  cleanliness. 


Clean  Food  Campaign. 

In  an  endeavour  to  ensure  as  high  a standard  of  cleanliness 
as  possible  the  technical  officers  of  the  Department  concentrated 
during  the  year  on  premises  where  large  numbers  of  meals 
were  consumed,  with  particular  reference  to  the  canteens  attached 
to  colliery,  steel  and  tinplate  undertakings. 

Supervision  was  also  maintained  over  other  food  handlers 
in  all  premises  where  food  was  prepared  and  sold. 

In  order  to  further  our  efforts  for  securing  cleaner  and 
safer  food,  an  attempt  was  made  to  educate  not  only  the  persons 
referred  to  above  but  also  the  general  public.  The  method 
employed  for  this  purpose  was  the  distribution  of  handbills  in 
shops  and  public  buildings,  and  the  erection  of  posters  in 
prominent  positions.  The  subject  matter  of  these  posters  and 
pamphlets  had  the  effect  of  bringing  into  prominence  the 
malpractices  which  lead  to  contamination  when  food  is  handled 
and  stored  carelessly. 
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In  a further  effort  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  matter  of  a 
clean  food  supply  an  endeavour  was  made  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  to  persuade  food  handlers  throughout  the  area  to  attend 
a course  of  lectures  in  food  hygiene. 


SECTION  F.  — PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  FOR 
EACH  MONTH,  1949 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever  

3 

15 

17 

15 

13 

7 

4 

1 

2 

4 

2 

83 

Whooping  Cough 

29 

5 

5 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

3 

. . . 

... 

... 

43 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Measles  

4 

57 

34 

32 

11 

1 

5 

16 

5 

18 

10 

193 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

32 

Erysipelas  

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

. . . 

2 

... 

2 

3 

17 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

I 

TOTALS 

44 

85 

64 

49 

\ 

30 

11 

15 

19 

8 

23 

20 

3 

371 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949 


Number  of 
Cases  shown 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

69 
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LIST  OF  SCARLET  FEVER  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1949 


vo  r- 
m ^ 


oo 
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Males 

Females 


Particulars  of  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  foregoing  tables  that  the  incidence 
of  infectious  and  notifiable  diseases  occurs  mainly  in  the  more 
densely  populated  areas  within  the  district.  There  are  two 
factors  involved  in  bringing  this  about,  the  greater  numbers 
of  potential  victims  in  these  areas  and  the  greater  facility  with 
which  the  diseases  can  be  communicated.  Where  people  are 
massed,  living  in  close  proximity  to  each  other,  the  germs  and 
viruses  of  infectious  diseases  can  travel  easily  from  person  to 
person,  attacking  some,  producing  all  the  symptoms  and 
signs  of  the  disease,  using  others  merely  as  carriers  or  pools 
of  infection.  It  is  the  carriers  or  the  persons  incubating  and  not 
yet  showing  signs  of  the  disease  who  are  the  greatest  source  of 
danger,  for  these,  by  coughing,  sneezing,  and  handling  and 
contamining  food  and  drink,  pass  on  the  infection. 


By  improvement  in  the  health  standards,  the  awakening 
of  an  awareness  of  the  need  for  cleanliness  in  habits  and  the 
handling  of  food  and  drink,  by  adequate  re-housing  in  clean 
and  airy  homes  and  the  eradication  of  overcrowding,  much  can 
be  done  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  Scarlet  Fever 
has  become  a very  mild  disease.  It  will,  however,  be  seen  that 
out  of  the  83  cases  notified  during  the  year  69  were  admitted 
to  Hospital.  On  the  whole,  and  where  bed  space  permits, 
this  practice  is  sound,  inasmuch  that  the  risk  of  spread  is 
reduced  and  the  possibility  of  complications  minimised.  When 
the  age-group  incidence  is  studied,  one  cannot  but  note  that 
the  5-10  group  in  both  males  and  females  gives  the  highest 
figures.  At  this  stage  the  child  who  has  previously  led  a com- 
paratively sheltered  existence  in  his  own  home  environment 
enters  school,  and  meeting  new  faces,  meets  also  a variety  of 
circumstances  and  germs  to  which  he  has  not  previously  been 
conditioned.  One  would  therefore  expect  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  to  be  higher  in  this  age-group  than  any  other. 


Diphtheria 


That  prevention  is  better  than  cure  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
case  of  this  disease.  Only  one  case  of  diphtheria— a girl  of 
13  years,  resident  in  the  parish  of  Cilybebyll — was  notified 
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during  ihe  year.  The  enthusiastic  response  of  parents  and  the 
continued  facilities  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  this 
disease  is  reflected  in  this  return.  Prevention  or  mitigation 
by  continued  intensive  immunisation  in  the  infant  welfare 
and  school  clinics,  and  by  the  family  doctor,  combined  with 
improvement  in  the  environment  of  the  population  by  re- 
housing and  cleaner  health  standards,  will,  it  is  believed, 
eventually  make  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  a rarity  to  be 
described  in  medical  textbooks,  but  seldom  seen. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Rate  of  Incidence  of  New  Cases  : 1 *69  per  1,000  civilian  population 
Death  Rate  from  this  Disease  : 0‘69  per  1,000  civilian  population 
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NUMBER  OE  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

141 

141 

282 

47 

58 

105 

387 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11*73  per  1,000  civilian  population. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 
AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmor 

lary 

Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

137 

140 

277 

48 

55 

103 

380 

Rate  of  Incidence  : 11*51  per  1,000  civilian  population. 


Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  is  now  considered  as  a social  disease,  and 
as  will  be  seen,  is  classified  as  Respiratory  or  Pulmonary,  and 
Non-Respiratory  or  Non-Pulmonary.  Whilst  there  would 
appear  to  be  seven  cases  less  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1949  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  incidence  of  new  cases  is  1*69  per  1,000  civilian  popula- 
tion. In  other  words,  56  new  cases  were  notified  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year. 

In  the  battle  against  tuberculosis,  national  and  local 
resources  should  be  inter-united.  It  is  held  that  the  vast 
majority  of  the  population  before  the  age  of  21  have  been 
inoculated  with  the  germ,  either  in  the  lungs,  the  abdomen, 
the  cervical  glands,  or  in  some  other  part  of  their  bodies.  This 
dose,  too  small  in  the  healthy  individual  to  cause  active  tuber- 
culosis, is  believed  to  produce  an  immunity  against  further 
infection.  Only  if  the  resistance  of  the  individual  at  the  time 
of  first  infection  is  low  or  if  the  body’s  resistance  is  allowed 
to  fall  by  illhealth,  careless  living,  etc.,  does  the  disease  take 
hold  and  produce  clinical  evidence  of  active  tuberculosis. 


30 


On  the  Continent  an  agent  or  vaccine  known  as  B.C.G. 
has,  during  recent  years,  been  used  extensively  on  the  principle 
that  the  B.C.G.  produces  a resistance  to  the  entry  of  tubercle 
bacilli  into  the  system.  To  be  of  value  B.C.G.  must  therefore 
be  administered  before  the  first  encounter  with  the  tubercle 
bacillus.  It  is  therefore  recommended  for  infants,  young 
children  and,  in  older  people  such  as  nurses,  etc.,  only  after  a 
Mantoux  Test  gives  a negative  result  and  shows  the  body  to  have 
no  acquired  immunity.  The  Continental  records  seem  to  indicate 
that  good  results  can  be  expected  and  more  interest  in  this 
subject  is  now  being  taken  in  this  country.  It  may  well  be  that 
in  future  years,  B.C.G.  or  some  such  preparation  may  con- 
tribute greatly  towards  the  eradication  of  Tuberculosis. 


Mass  Radiography  as  a means  of  early  diagnosis  is,  in 
principle,  an  excellent  idea,  but  to  be  effective  the  whole  com- 
munity should  submit  to  examination  at  intervals  far  more 
frequent  than  at  present  conceivable. 


Here,  fear  of  the  unknown  and  an  attitude  of  preferring 
not  to  know  what  may  be  wrong  will  have  to  be  overcome. 
Towards  this  end  the  populace  needs  re-education,  via  daily 
papers,  the  cinema,  wireless,  posters,  by  lectures  and  discussions 
in  the  schools  and  in  the  clinics.  Enlightenment  can  be  one  of 
our  strongest  weapons  against  this  and  all  diseases. 


Your  Authority  is  concerned  in  the  problem.  Close 
supervision  of  the  District’s  milk  supply  through  your  officers 
can  make  a useful  contribution  to  the  efforts  made  to  reduce 
the  incidence  of  the  non-respiratory  type  of  tuberculosis. 
Poor  hygienic  methods  in  the  preparation,  handling  and  serving 
of  foods  need  correction,  and  this  is  stressed  by  your  officers 
in  their  line  of  duty. 

As  a housing  authority,  by  the  alleviation  of  overcrowding 
and  the  rehousing  of  your  population  in  clean,  airy  homes,  you 
contribute  in  no  small  measure  towards  the  control  and  reduction 
ot  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 


By  improving  the  environment,  by  adequate  re-housing 
by  the  relief  of  overcrowding,  by  ensuring  that  clean,  whole- 

so™e  f?i?d  and  pUre  milk  are  avai,ab>e  to  your  people,  coupled 
aa  °iheJ.  preve,ntlve  measures  such  as  B.C.G.  Inoculation 
Mass  Radiography  to  give  early  diagnosis,  disinfection,  segre- 
gatmn,  hospitalisation  and  aftercare  supervision,  can  we 
effectively  control  and  in  time  eradicate  this  dread  disease. 


31 


CANCER  DEATHS 
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Cancer 


e 


Whilst  there  would  not  appear  to  be  a great  rise  in  the 
actual  incidence  of  cancer  in  the  area  during  recent  years,  im- 
proved facilities  for  accurate  diagnosis  and  an  awakening  con- 
sciousness in  the  public  mind  bring  this  disease  into  the  limelight. 


It  will  be  seen  that  with  few  exceptions  the  disease  is  to  be 
found  in  the  older  age  groups,  whilst  the  distribution  amongst 
the  Wards  in  the  district  is  even  in  relation  to  the  population. 


In  the  great  campaign  against  cancer  two  important  points 
should  be  stressed  and  brought  home  to  the  people.  Cancer 
kills,  if  left  to  take  its  course,  whereas,  if  caught  early  enough, 
it  can  be  cured.  Early  diagnosis,  before  the  disease  has  had 
a chance  to  get  a firm  and  irradicable  root  can  lead  to  cure  or 
mitigation.  By  enlightenment  and  removal  of  the  superstitious 
dread  from  the  mind  of  the  people,  they  can  be  taught  to  seek 
expert  advice — early.  The  facilities  for  diagnosis  are  available 
to  all,  free,  but  treatment  can  only  be  successful  if  instituted 
early. 

Success  in  the  treatment  of  cancer  is  not  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  the  surgeons,  radiologists  and  doctors,  but  to  an 
even  greater  degree  in  the  hands  of  the  public. 


The  public  must  be  educated,  in  a manner  that  will  not 
increase  dread  and  fear. 

As  has  been  proved,  diagnosis  and  treatment  must  come 
early  if  cure  is  to  be  the  result.  For  this  to  be  possible  the 
patient  must  present  himself  for  examination  when  his  symptoms 
of  something  out  of  order  first  appear,  symptoms  which  in 
themselves  may  appear  insignificant  and  relatively  harmless. 


Routine  medical  inspections  have  been  suggested,  but  these 
unless  exhaustive  beyond  the  limits  of  time  and  facilities, 
would  not  necessarily  reveal  the  disease  in  its  earlier  stages, 
though  they  might  confirm  the  suspected  lesion  discovered  by 
the  patient  himself.  How  frequently,  however,  the  patient 
with  the  early  symptoms  delays  submitting  himself  for  exam- 
ination lest  his  vague  and  fearful  suspicion  be  confirmed. 
The  woman  who  discovers  the  small  lump  in  her  breast  thinks 
of  cancer,  and  afraid  of  her  doctor’s  confirmation,  delays 
seeking  his  advice  until,  so  frequently,  it  is  too  late,  whilst 
treated  in  its  early  stage  the  condition  could  have  been  cured. 
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The  diagnosis  and  treatment  come  outside  the  scope  ot 
the  work  of  your  Authority.  There  remains  education  and 
enlightenment.  The  fear  and  dread  must  be  removed.  People 
must  be  encouraged  to  take  a healthy  interest  in  their  bodies, 
and  when  something  appears  to  go  wrong,  where  the  normal 
functions  of  the  body  become  erratic  and  irregular,  where 
unaccountable  changes  in  weight  occur,  where  lumps  are  felt, 
however  painless  they  may  be,  where  loss  of  blood  or  discharges 
occur,  to  seek  advice  at  once. 

Again  it  is  stressed,  early  diagnosis  can  lead  to  early 
treatment  and  most  important  to  the  patient — cure. 


RAINFALL  IN 

1949- AT  WERN 

HOUSE, 

YSTALYFERA 

Month 

Total 

Greatest  fall  in 

Number  of  days  with 

Depth 

24  hours 

■01  or  more  recorded 

INCHES 

DATE 

INCHES 

January  

3-54 

4/1/49 

•73 

19 

February  

3-02 

8/2/49 

•67 

15 

March 

3-29 

5/3/49 

•84 

12 

April  

5-78 

6/4/49 

1-64 

17 

May  

4-67 

28/5/49 

1-66 

18 

June  

•72 

4/6/49 

•45 

6 

July  

1-76 

31/7/49 

•75 

9 

August  

4-90 

8/8/49 

1-48 

14 

September 

2-75 

23/9/49 

1-  0 

10 

October  

11-52 

19/10/49 

1-79 

21 

November 

7-89 

21/11/49 

1-03 

22 

December  ... 

8T9 

19/12/49 

1-05 

22 

TOTALS 

58-03 

185 

Rain  Gauge 

Diameter  of  Funnel — 5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot  6 inches. 

Above  Sea  Level,  240  feet. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  AND  SHOPS’  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT,  1949 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949. 

During  this  year  the  general  duties  have  been  carried  out 
and  efforts  made  to  initiate  action  in  new  directions. 

Certain  re-organisation  of  refuse  collection  made  possible 
by  the  cessation  of  salvage  collection  will  result  in  greater 
efficiency.  Insect  pests  have  also  been  made  the  subject  of 
improved  arrangements. 

In  the  realm  of  Food  Supply,  the  Milk  Regulations,  1949, 
will  prove  a valuable  power  as  will  the  Food  Byelaws  approved 
during  the  year.  Our  existing  powers  have  during  the  year  been 
applied  to  licensed  premises. 

The  matters  referred  to  in  these  paragraphs  are  dealt 
with  in  greater  detail  in  the  Report,  which  on  this  occasion  has 
been  divided  into  two  parts,  to  distinguish  between  general 
health  functions  and  administration  under  the  Shops  Acts. 

PART  I.— GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Inspections  for  the  Year  1949. 

(a)  All  types  of  premises  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  

(c)  Farms,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  Milkshops,  etc.  .. 

(d)  Factories  and  Workplaces  

(e)  Verminous  Premises 

(/)  Miscellaneous  (including  Food  Stores  and  Butchers 

Shops)  

(g)  Inspections  under  Infestation  Order,  1943  

(/;)  Inspections  under  Shops  Acts,  1912-38 
( i ) Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  

Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Refuse  Collection. 

(/)  Direct  Labour  Collection 

This-service  is  completely  motorised.  The  vehicles  are  ot 
the  2/3-ton  type  fitted  with  7 cubic  yard  all-steel-covered  bodies 
and  hydraulic  tippers. 


189 

160 

83 

78 

335 

203 

309 

210 
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In  July,  1940,  a salvage  collection  was  instituted,  each 
Thursday  being  utilised  for  this  purpose.  The  consequent  loss 
of  8 hours’  collection  time  per  week,  together  with  a further 
3-hour  loss,  due  to  the  institution  of  a 44-hour  week,  caused 
difficulty  of  operation  in  the  immediate  post-war  years.  Salvage 
collection  terminated  in  the  latter  part  of  this  year  and  a com- 
plete reorganisation  of  direct  labour  areas  was  effected,  with  your 
Council’s  approval. 


The  new  scheme,  details  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  accom- 
panying table,  commenced  on  6th  December  of  this  year. 
Refuse  collection  being  no  longer  a parish  rate  charge  the  new 
areas  have  been  grouped  with  a view  to  a rough  equalisation 
of  the  houses  served.  The  frequency  of  collection  has  been 
improved  by  the  new  arrangement  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
benefits  of  the  changes  will  become  fully  apparent  during  the 
next  year. 


Dist. 

No. 

ORGANISATION 

VEH 

ICLES  & PERSONNEL 

Area  Serviced 

No. 

of 

Houses 

Serv. 

Frequency 

of 

Collection 

Disposal 

Points 

Matte 

of 

Felt. 

Type 

and 

Body 

Date 
of 
First 
| Regis- 
i tration 

i 

No. 

of 

Pers- 

onnel 

1 

Rhyndwyclydach 
Ward  & Geilionen 
Ward,  from 
Gwrachyllwyne  to 
Trebanos  Cross 

2,079 

Main  Roads 
daily. 

Other  Roads 
3 times  per 
week 

(а)  Rhyddwen 
Craig- 
cefnparc 

(б)  Penybanc 
Tip 

Ford 

2/3  ton 
7 cu.  yard 
all  steel 
covered 
body 

6/6/46 

4 

2 

Geilionen  Ward 
from  Trebanos 
Cross,  to  Pontar- 
dawe  Cross  ; Blaen- 
egel  and  Mawr 
Ward  ; Godrer- 
graig  Ward,  from 
Cwmdu  to  Maesy- 
coed  Road 

1,738 

Main  Roads 
daily. 

Other  roads 
3 times  per 
week 

(a)  Bryn  Tip. 

( b ) Carregyr- 
afon  Tip 

Bed- 

ford 

2/3  ton 
7 cu.  yard 
all  steel 
covered 
body 

20/4/48 

3 

3 

Godrergraig 
Ward,  from  Maes- 
ycoed  Road  to 
Church  Road  ; 
Alltygrug  Ward 

1,731 

Main  Roads 
daily. 

Other  Roads 
3 times  per 
week 

(а)  Carregyr- 
afon  Tip. 

(б)  Allty- 
grug Tip 

Bed- 

ford 

2/3  ton 
5 cu.  yard 
all  steel 
covered 
body 

26/3/46 

3 

4 

Caegurwen  Ward 

1,583 

Main  Roads 
daily. 

Other  Roads 
3 times  per 
week 

(o)  Brynam- 
man  Tip. 
(b)  Gorsgoch 
Tip 

Bed- 

ford 

2/3  ton 
7 cu.  yard 
all  steel 
covered 
body 

20/10/46 

3 

General 

Replace- 

ment 

All  areas  as  re- 
quired during 
emergencies 

Bed- 

ford 

5 ton 
open 

17/8/42 
( Driver 
Mech- 
anic) 

1 
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(/'/')  Refuse  Disposal 


« 


The  main  disposal  sites  are  indicated  in  the  appropriate 
column  of  the  above  table.  There  are  in  addition  two 
smaller  tips  utilised  by  refuse  collection  contractors,  at  Cwm- 
llynfell  and  Alltwen.  Disposal  is  effected  by  a modified  form  of 
controlled  tipping  and  three  full-time  tip  attendants  are  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose.  The  work  of  land  reclamation  is  still 
proceeding  at  Carregyrafon  Park  and  the  Rhyddwen,  Craig- 
cefnparc.  This  latter  site  will  become  the  main  disposal  centre 
for  that  area  when  direct  labour  collection  is  extended  to 
Craigcefnparc  during  the  coming  year. 


(iii)  Contracts 

Collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  by  contract  is  effected 
at  Cwmllynfell,  Garnswllt,  Velindre,  Craigcefnparc,  Rhydy- 
pandy,  Alltwen  and  Rhos,  Ynysymond  and  Fforestgoch. 

Your  Council  has  approved  the  elimination  of  contract 
collection  in  the  Alltwen  and  Rhos,  Ynysymond,  Craigcefnparc 
and  Rhydypandy  districts,  and  the  initiation  of  a direct  labour 
motorised  collection  in  place  of  these  contracts.  The  new 
service  will  commence  when  delivery  of  a new  vehicle  is  made, 
early  in  1950. 


(/v)  Salvage 

In  October  of  this  year  the  Minister  of  Supply  cancelled 
the  direction  made  in  1940  requiring  all  local  authorities  to 
institute  a Salvage  collection.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  salvage 
campaign  contributed  greatly  to  the  war  effort  and  to  the 
recovery  programme.  Experience  in  this  area  however  indicates 
that  should  our  national  economic  position  again  require  its 
reintroduction,  collection  of  salvage  should  be  effected  by  a 
separate  vehicle  and  not  by  existing  refuse  collection  vehicles. 
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(b)  Night  Soil  Removal 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  Contractors  in  the  following 


areas  : — 

Area 

No.  of  Pails  Removed 
during  year  1949 

Cilybebyll 

10,400 

Rhydyfro 

6,656 

Rhiwfawr  

4,992 

Ynysymond  

4,550 

Craigcefnparc  

12,760 

39,358 

Number  of  pails  renewed — 181. 

Over  1 1,000  more  pails  were  collected  during  1949  than  in 
the  previous  year.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  your  Council 
authorised  extension  of  pail  collection  to  include  the  whole  of 
Craigcefnparc. 

Factories  Act,  1937 


Attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  premises 
affected  by  the  Factories  Act.  The  result  of  action  taken  is 
indicated  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 


• u recen^  years  the  number  of  local  dressmaking  estab- 
lishments has  diminished.  These  premises  classified  as  non- 
power factories  were  once  a feature  of  the  tailoring  trade. 

The  term  “workplace”  is  wide  in  definition  and,  excluding 
factories,  it  includes  all  premises  where  persons  are  employed 
otherwise  than  in  domestic  service.  Offices,  cinemas  and 

similar  places  are  accordingly  inspected  and  dealt  with  under 
this  Act. 


H.1VI.  Inspectors  of  Factories  refer  to  this  Authority  those 
matters  which  fall  within  our  jurisdiction. 

Canteen  provision  in  factories  is  dealt  with  in  the  Food 
section  of  this  Report. 
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Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943 

Your  Council’s  organisation  for  rodent  destruction  has 
been  fully  maintained  during  the  current  year. 


The  accompanying  table  indicates  that  action  has  extended 
to  practically  every  Ward.  During  the  year,  15,638  baits  have 
been  laid  at  3,317  points.  The  sewers  of  the  area  have  been 
twice  treated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Agriculture  re- 
quirements. 


Two  items  worthy  of  note  have  occurred  during  the  year. 
These  concern  (a)  Recovery  charges,  and  ( b ) New  legislation. 


(a)  Recovery  Charges 

In  common  with  other  local  authorities  your  Council  is 
reimbursed  50%  of  that  expenditure  on  rodent  destruction 
deemed  irrecoverable.  The  Ministry,  however,  require  that 
a charge  be  made  for  treatment  of  business  premises. 
During  1949  this  charge,  previously  a flat  rate  in  this  area, 
was  amended  by  your  Council  to  reflect  more  adequately 
the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  involved. 


(b)  New  Legislation 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  Act  which  was  given  Royal  Assent  in  1949  comes  into 
force  in  March,  1950.  Your  Council  gave  preliminary  con- 
sideration during  this  year  to  the  future  of  this  service  under 
the  new  Act  which  grants  power  directly  to  this  Authority  in  place 
of  the  delegated  powers  previously  operated. 


It  is  obvious  that  future  action  will  require  surveys  to 
locate  infestations  and  follow  up  treatments  to  eradicate  them 
prior  to  their  becoming  sources  of  complaint.  In  this  area 
our  field  of  activity  will  in  future  extend  from  the  purely  urban 
Wards  to  the  more  rural  areas  in  order  to  deal  with  agricultural 
infestations. 
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RODENT  DESTRUCTION,  1949 


* 


Rodent  Infestation — Industrial  Premises 

Action  has  again  been  taken  during  this  year  to  clear 
infestations  found  on  industrial  premises.  Particular  reference 
must  be  made  in  this  connection  to  colliery  infestations.  The 
presence  of  large  stocks  of  grain  above  and  below  ground, 
together  with  food  scraps  from  the  food  boxes  of  miners,  has 
resulted  in  most  collieries  being  infested  with  large  numbers  of 
rats. 


Colliery  mechanisation  has  resulted  in  reduction  of  feeding 
stuffs  and  stables,  but  heavy  infestations  are  still  prevalent. 
The  proximity  of  collieries  to  mining  villages  results  in  second- 
ary centres  of  infestation  outside  the  colliery  limits,  while  the 
danger  of  rat-borne  infection  to  colliery  workers  cannot  be 
disregarded. 


It  is  thought  that  there  is  sufficient  justification  either  for* 
the  complete  supervision  of  such  premises  by  the  local  auth- 
ority’s service  or  the  establishment  of  a similar  service  within 
the  industry. 


Housing — Repair,  Overcrowding  and  Demolition 

(a)  Repair 

The  comments  made  under  this  section  of  the  1948  Report 
are  considered  equally  applicable  to  the  year  now  under  review. 
As  may  be  seen  from  the  appended  figures,  repair  of  premises 
has  again  been  a matter  for  action  under  Section  92,  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  rather  than  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  utilization  of  this  section  enables  the  material  and 
labour  available  to  be  spread  over  the  greatest  possible  number 
of  properties.  The  policy  of  requiring  by  notice,  be  it  formal 
or  informal,  only  those  repairs  which  are  essential,  has  again 
been  implemented. 

Among  the  difficulties  with  which  your  Council  has  had 
to  contend  during  the  year  in  effecting  house  repairs  has  been 
that  of  the  property  owner  who  is  devoid  of  means.  Default 
powers  of  course  exist  under  both  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts,  but  the  implementation  of  either  enactment  raises  the 
problem  of  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  house  during  the 
subsequent  long  period  of  rent  collection  by  the  authority. 


42 


Each  successive  year  finds  financial  hardship  being 
advanced  by  an  increasing  number  of  owners,  as  a reason  for 
non-compliance  with  notices  served  upon  them.  While  house 
repair  and  maintenance  costs  are  admittedly  higher  than  in 
pre-war  years  it  is  felt  that  ownership  of  tenanted  property, 
being  a self-determinable  function,  carries  with  it  a respon- 
sibility that  cannot  be  evaded.  This  is  especially  applicable 
in  the  case  of  houses  that  while  providing  a source  of  income 
have  been  allowed  to  deteriorate  until  they  become  a menace 
to  the  health  of  the  occupants. 

The  Housing  Act,  1949,  while  dealing  in  part  with  the 
above  problem  is  difficult  of  application  in  such  an  area  as  this 
where  so  many  of  the  houses  are  incapable  of  attaining  the 
16-point  standard  within  the  financial  limits  of  the  Act. 


Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  1923-42 

Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  certi- 
ficates of  disrepair  under  the  above  Acts.  Three  applications 
were  granted  and  one  application  was  refused. 


Demolition  and  Closure. 

Progress  in  the  building  of  new  Council  houses  has  enabled 
action  to  be  taken  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  for  the  closing  of  5 houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  cost. 
Ward  distribution  of  the  houses  concerned  was  as  follows  : — 

Cilybebyll 1 

Cwmllynfell  Ward  3 

Godrergraig  Ward  1 

Total  5 


In  all  cases  the  houses  were  not  only  dilapidated  but  struct- 
urally dangerous. 

There  are  still  remaining  within  the  area  some  340  houses 
that  require  closure.  Many  of  these  were  provisionally  con- 
sidered by  your  Council  before  1939.  The  power  of  local 
authorities  to  effect  temporary  repairs  to  such  properties  has 
been  considerably  limited  by  a legal  decision  made  during  the 
year.  Their  continued  existence  therefore  in  their  present 
structural  condition  is  a matter  of  no  small  concern. 
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Overcrowding 


i 


Housing  investigations  and  details  given  by  housing 
applicants  provide  accurate  data  of  overcrowding.  The 
annual  increase  in  the  number  of  separate  families  is  in  excess 
of  new  and  newly  vacant  accommodation  made  available 
during  the  same  period.  The  sharing  of  houses  by  two  or 
more  families  must  therefore  result,  and  this  in  turn  creates 
problems  of  sleeping  accommodation.  The  figures  in  this 
Report  refer  to  statutory  overcrowding,  i.e.,  the  occupation  of 
a house  in  excess  of  the  permitted  number  when  all  normally 
habitable  rooms  are  taken  into  account.  Many  additional 
houses  in  the  area  are,  however,  factually  if  not  statutorily 
overcrowded,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  additonal  living  rooms 
are  for  reasons  of  size,  construction  or  design  not  adaptable 
as  alternative  bedrooms. 


Circular  17/49  (Wales)  (Welsh  Board  of  Health)  received 
and  considered  by  your  Council  during  the  year  drew  attention 
to  powers  contained  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  for  increasing  the 
permitted  number  of  premises  in  exceptional  cases,  especially 
where  an  owner  intended  applying  for  possession  on  grounds  of 
overcrowding.  Two  such  cases  have  occurred,  but  both  owners 
have  reconsidered  their  action  upon  being  informed  of  your 
Council’s  avowed  preparedness  to  issue  such  a licence  should 
the  need  arise. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 


(1)  ( a ) Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  1,335 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2,577 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 
head (1)  (above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations, 1925  and  1932  1,335 


(i b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,561 


(3) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 
dangerous  or  injurious  to 
human  habitation  ...  . 


found  to  be  in  a state  so 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

...Nil  since 
completion 
of  survey. 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  (in  process  of  completion) 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  (in 

process  of  completion)  

( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders 


1,335 

216 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

375 

50 

50 

Nil 

2 

2 
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f 

id)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  392 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  697 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  3,102 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  21 

(r)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  277 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  2 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  Nil 


Joint  County  Rural  Housing  Committee 

The  above  Committee,  of  which  your  Council  is  a con- 
stituent member,  met  regularly  during  the  year.  The  difficulties 
which  face  authorities  in  the  formidable  task  of  improving 
housing  conditions  were  discussed  and  a valuable  exchange  of 
opinion  effected.  It  is  thought  that  this  Committee  will  be 
an  effective  instrument  in  achieving  uniformity  of  action  in  the 
rural  areas  of  the  County. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Two  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  registered  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. 
One  in  the  Godrergraig  Ward  has  been  found  satisfactory  in 
all  respects  on  every  occasion  and  re-registered  accordingly. 
The  other,  situated  at  Trebanos,  was  constructed  of  short-lived 
materials  and  not  re-registered  on  grounds  of  its  unsatisfactory 
structure,  conduct,  and  lack  of  amenities.  The  building  has 
now  been  demolished  by  the  owner. 


Atmospheric  and  River  Pollution 

(a)  Smoke  Abatement 

Efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  reduce  nuisance 
emanating  from  stacks  and  works’  chimneys  in  the  area.  It 
is  thought  that  excessive  deposition  of  flue  dust  may  be  due  to 
the  cleansing  of  stacks  by  “blowing,”  i.e.,  the  utilisation  of 
the  upcast  draught  of  the  stack  to  exhaust  dust  pockets. 
Warnings  have  been  given  where  such  practices  are  suspected, 
but  apprehension  of  offenders  is  difficult. 

( b ) Colliery  Dust 

The  proximity  of  collieries  to  villages  already  referred  to 
in  this  Report  (Rat  Infestation)  also  results  in  nuisance  to 
residents  from  deposition  of  coal  dust  emanating  from  such 
surface  operations  as  colliery  screens.  Much  improvement 
has  been  effected  in  recent  years  by  your  Council’s  Visiting 
Committee.  This  is  particularly  true  at  Cwmgorse  where 
during  this  year  dust  nuisance  has  been  eliminated  by  the 
suggested  system  of  cyclone  extraction,  with  subsequent  steam 
treatment  to  effect  settlement  of  extracted  particles. 

(c)  River  Pollution 

Pollution  of  local  rivers  is  mainly  due  to  coal  dust  from 
coal  washeries.  Inadequate  settlement,  or  its  complete  absence, 
is  responsible  for  a heavily-charged  effluent  and  the  subsequent 
problems  of  silting  and  flooding  at  lower  levels. 


Following  visits  by  the  Committee  previously  mentioned, 
settlement  tanks  have  now  been  provided  at  all  major  collieries. 
Their  efficient  usage,  frequent  emptying  and  further  extension 
where  necessary,  can  only  be  ensured  through  frequent  ins- 
pections on  behalf  of  your  Authority  and  the  full  co-operation 
and  interest  of  the  management. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(1)  Milk 

Regulations  affecting  the  production,  storage,  distribution, 
processing  and  designation  of  milk  came  into  force  on  1st 
October  of  this  year. 

These  Regulations,  while  removing  from  the  sphere  of 
local  authority  administration  the  responsibility  for  supervising 
milk  production,  have  brought  new  compensatory  powers — 
distribution,  storage  and  designation — which  are  welcomed. 
Your  Authority  is  charged  with  the  supervision  of  milk  supplies 
at  all  points  of  distribution  and  storage,  including  dairies  which 
are  not  on  dairy  farms.  All  distributors  must  be  registered 
with  the  Authority,  which  is  also  authorised  to  issue  supple- 
mentary and  dealers’  licences  for  designated  milks. 

Milk,  a generally  consumed  article  of  food,  is  liable  to 
cause  explosive  outbreaks  of  certain  diseases  if  contaminated. 
Its  close  supervision  therefore  at  all  stages  of  production  and 
distribution  is  vitally  important. 

These  Regulations  to  be  viewed  in  their  proper  perspective 
must  be  considered  as  part  of  the  long  term  policy  outlined  in 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949.  This  Act  will 
eventually  result  in  the  complete  elimination  of  ungraded  milk 
and  the  achievement  of  that  aim  will  make  even  more  vital  the 
local  authority’s  part  in  ensuring  a clean  and  safe  milk  supply. 

Work  is  now  proceeding  in  this  area  to  effect  registration  of 
those  distributors  and  premises  concerned,  and  to  implement 
the  Regulations  in  respect  of  licensing  and  distribution. 

Milk  Supply. 

{a)  Number  of  Inspections  made  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies 

and  Milkshops  during  the  year  153 

( b ) Number  of  Cowsheds  erected  Nil 

( c ) Number  of  Cowsheds  which  were  internally  recon- 

ditioned, new  floors  and  channels  in  cement 
concrete,  additional  windows  fixed  for  improving 
the  lighting  and  ventilation,  new  stalls  and  troughs, 
etc.,  erected 4 

(d)  New  Dairies  erected Nil 

(e)  Number  of  Cowsheds  limewashed  on  internal  sur- 

faces of  walls,  and  interior  of  roofs  cleansed  as  the 
result  of  informal  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  18 

Samples  of  graded  and  ungraded  milk  have  been 
taken  frequently.  Particulars  of  these  are  given 
in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report. 
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(2)  Meat 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  is,  under  an  Order  made  in 
1940,  centralised  at  Swansea  and  Llandilo.  Meat  for  con- 
sumption within  the  area  is  delivered  by  van  from  these  estab- 
lishments to  allocation  depots  at  Clydach  and  Ystalyfera,  local 
distribution  being  effected  from  these  depots. 

The  transport  and  handling  of  meat  to  and  at  retail 
establishments  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Frequent 
inspections  were  made  of  the  vans  used  for  carrying  the  meat 
prior  to  allocation. 


(3)  Butchers’  Shops — Meat  Products. 

Circular  M.F.20/49  received  during  the  year  drew  the 
attention  of  all  local  authorities  to  the  prevalence’  of  food- 
poisoning outbreaks  associated  with  meat  products.  Particular 
attention  has  therefore  been  paid  to  this  section  of  food 
inspection.  Sterilisation  of  utensils  has  been  insisted  upon 
and  the  use  of  detergents  and  sterilising  agents  recommended. 

The  mode  of  infection  of  the  organisms  concerned  in 
such  outbreaks  has  been  explained  to  personnel  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  meat  products,  and  they  have  been 
advised  of  the  care  necessary  when  cuts  and  abrasions  of  hands 
are  suffered. 


(4)  Sale  and  Storage  of  Foods  (General). 

Supervision  of  food  premises  is  exercised  under  Section  13, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Routine  inspections  are  also 
carried  out  during  Shops  Acts  inspections.  Efforts  are  made 
to  ensure  that  food  sold  in  the  area  is,  prior  to  sale,  stored  in 
structurally  sound  and  clean  conditions,  and  that  no  con- 
tamination occurs  at  any  time.  Card  index  records  of  these 
premises  are  maintained  in  the  Department. 


(5)  Transport  and  FIandling  of  Food. 

Food  Byelaws  approved  by  your  Council  during  this  year 
will  operate  from  early  next  year.  These  new  powers  will 
enable  closer  supervision  of  food  in  transit  and  sold  in  the 
open  air.  The  lower  standards  of  transport,  handling  and 
wrapping,  inevitable  in  war  years,  must  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  now  that  habit  is  the  only  justification. 
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(6)  Icecream. 


« 


Samples  of  icecream  taken  during  the  year  have  been 
subjected  to  chemical  analysis  in  addition  to  bacteriological 
examination.  This  additional  test  was  carried  out  at  the 
request  of  the  Minister  of  Food,  who  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
data  on  a national  basis  regarding  the  chemical  content  of 
icecream.  Copies  of  these  analyses  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  in  accordance  with  the  request  made  in  a circular  to 
all  local  authorities. 

The  results  of'  bacteriological  examinations  are  a sure 
indication  of  the  hygienic  measures  or  otherwise  employed  in 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  this  commodity.  A study  of  these 
results  during  the  past  year  indicates  that  there  has  been  a 
fluctuation  in  the  results  obtained  by  individual  manufacturers 
rather  than  fluctation  of  the  results  as  a whole.  This  fact 
permits  a conjecture,  confirmed  by  inspections,  that  the  action 
of  the  average  manufacturer  which  results  in  a bad  sample 
is  involuntary  rather  than  deliberate,  is  due  to  the  omission  or 
commission  of  something  genuinely  considered  by  him  un- 
important rather  than  to  his  deliberate  neglect  of  a vital  hygienic 
principle.  With  these  facts  in  mind  it  is  felt  that  the  education 
of  the  manufacturer  in  the  hygienic  use  of  his  own  particular 
plant  is  preferable  to  and  of  more  lasting  benefit  than  a pre- 
mature prosecution. 

Certain  retailers  manufacturing  icecream  outside  the  area 
have  during  the  year  commenced  retailing  their  products  within 
the  area  by  means  of  vehicles. 

The  vehicles  concerned  have  ranged  from  motorcycle 
combinations  to  converted  vans.  All  such  persons  found 
retailing  were  subjected  to  a rigorous  inspection  of  the  vehicle 
concerned,  and  informed  of  any  contraventions  found  under 
the  Icecream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947.  They  were 
advised  that  the  sale  of  icecream  from  any  vehicle  not  complying 
with  these  Regulations  would  in  future  result  in  further  action. 
Such  vans  as  have  continued  street  sales  following  a warning 
have  been  reconstructed  to  comply  with  legal  requirements. 

(7)  Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  etc. 

The  temporary  appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary 
Officer  for  part  of  this  year  made  possible  the  extension  of  work 
to  new  fields.  Among  such  extensions  of  function  was  the 
survey  undertaken  to  ascertain  the  structural  condition,  sanitary 
facilities  and  hygienic  operation  of  the  75  licensed  premises 
and  Clubs  in  the  area. 
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The  survey  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  following  facts  in 
relation  to  these  premises  : — 

(a)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

(b)  Ventilation  and  Structural  Condition. 

(c)  Compliance  with  Section  13  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  accompanying  table  sets  out  the  results  obtained  from 
the  survey. 

Prior  to  commencing  the  survey  the  standards  which  could 
be  legally  required  were  discussed  with  your  Council,  and  duly 
approved.  Particular  reference  must  be  made  to  certain 
defects  and  practices  found  in  the  course  of  inspection. 

(i)  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

While  licensees  generally  endeavour  to  keep  the 
accommodation  provided  in  a clean  condition,  their 
efforts  are  often  neutralised  by  the  inadequacy  and  faulty 
construction  of  that  accommodation.  This  is  particularly 
so  in  the  case  of  urinal  construction.  The  figure  of  87% 
found  clean  at  the  time  of  inspection  would  therefore  in 
all  probability  be  considerably  lowered  were  inspections 
to  be  made  after  9.0  p.m.  Misuse  of  accommodation  by 
patrons,  and  lack  of  adequate  lighting,  would  be  two 
additional  causative  factors  for  the  lowering  of  this  per- 
centage. 

(ii)  Ventilation. 

Ventilational  efficiency  of  a high  standard  is  necessary 
. in  bar  rooms  in  order  to  minimise  dangers  of  droplet 
infection.  The  close  crowded  conditions  and  the  presence 
of  excessive  tobacco  smoke  makes  necessary  a far  greater 
number  of  air  changes  per  hour  than  in  normal  rooms  of 
that  size. 

(iii)  Cleansing  of  Glasses. 

Beer  glasses  may  contain  10 — 70  million  bacteria.” 
The  above  statement  which,  of  course,  refers  to  used  glasses 
was  made  by  Professor  Cruikshank,  Director  of  the  Central 
Health  Laboratory,  and  it  is  a clear  indication  of  the  need 
for  cleansing  and  sterilising  these  utensils.  Detergent- 
antiseptic  solutions  suitable  for  the  purpose  are  available 
and  their  use  has  been  recommended  to  local  licensees. 

Beer  spillage  should  in  no  circumstances  be  collected 
and  used. 
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The  findings  of  the  Survey  were  reported  to  your  Council, 
and  authority  given  for  the  notification  of  works  required  to 
the  appropriate  parties.  Discussions  were  held  with  brewery 
firms  owning  the  licensed  houses  in  the  area,  and  the  implemen- 
tation of  the  required  schedules  agreed.  Since  the  completion 
of  the  survey  part  of  the  required  work  has  been  done,  partic- 
ularly in  town  centres,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  resultant 
improvement  in  conditions  even  to  date  has  justified  the  work 
involved. 

(8)  Unfit  Foods 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 


human  consumption 
Cheese  

1 14  lbs. 

Butter 

9±  lbs. 

Cooking  Fats 

2 lbs. 

Margarine  

2i  lbs. 

Fish  (Fresh) 

77  lbs. 

Fish  Paste  (4-oz.  tins) 

47|  doz. 

Fish  Cakes  

32 

Meat  (Fresh) 

1,882  lbs. 

Jellied  Pork  Offal 

18  lbs. 

Bacon  

93  lbs. 

Meat  (Tinned) 

25  tins 

Fruit  (Fresh  Apples)... 

2,480  lbs. 

Fruit  (Tinned) 

27  tins 

Fruit  (Dried) 

45£  lbs. 

Jam  (Tinned) 

64-lb. 

Milk  (Dried  household) 

38  tins 

Milk  (Tinned) 

26  tins 

Assorted  Tins 

1 28  tins 

Sauces  (7-oz.) 

7 botts. 

Sweet  Pickles 

5 lbs. 

Sweets  & Chocolates...  7-lb.  10-oz. 

Potato  Powder 

126  lbs. 

Sago 

123  lbs. 

Split  Peas  

14  lbs. 

Sponge  Mixture  (Un- 

Vinegar  

4 galls. 

sweetened)  ...  I5pkts. 


In  every  case  certificates  were  given  to  the  retailers  in 
order  to  ensure  replacement  of  stock. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  1948  Annual  Report  made  reference  to  proposed 
changes  in  the  system  of  disinfection.  These  proposals  were 
approved  by  your  Council  and  implemented  during  1949.  The 
changes  were  made  necessary  by  the  loss  of  disinfection  and 
clothes  transport  facilities  previously  available  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

A disinfecting  station  has  now  been  erected  at  Ynysderw 
House  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  infected  clothing.  The 
disinfector  has  a capacity  of  90  cubic  feet.  Transport  of 
clothing  is  effected  by  means  of  a 10-h.p.  van  which  is  partitioned 
in  order  to  allow  disinfection  of  its  interior.  The  plant  is 
operated  by  a person  responsible  for  this  and  other  duties. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  disinfection  of  premises 
following  removal  to  hospital  or  death.  Bed  and  immediate 
personal  clothing  is  removed  for  disinfection  while  the  room  or 
rooms  considered  infective  are  treated  with  a suitable  disin- 
fectant in  atomised  form. 
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While  the  new  system  has  only  been  in  operation  for  a 
brief  period  there  is  no  doubt  that  its  inception  is  a worthwhile 
advance  in  the  fight  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

1 —  Number  of  investigations  made  of  Notified  In- 
fectious Disease  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  1x9 

2 —  Number  of  premises  fumigated  or  otherwise  dis- 
infected   138 

3 —  1Number  of  cases  where  clothes  were  steam  dis- 
infected   120 

4 —  (0)  Number  of  cases  where  bedding  was  des- 

troyed after  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Compensation  paid  for  such  bedding  under 

Section  167,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  £19 

Householders  were  provided  with  disinfectant  and  dis- 

infecting soap,  precautionary  measures  for  preventing  spread 
of  infection  being  fully  explained.  Special  attention  was  paid 
to  those  cases  nursed  at  home.  Children  of  school  age  were 
excluded  for  the  appropriate  time  where  necessary. 

Disinfestation 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  householders 
in  the  area  are  taking  advantage  of  the  disinfestation  facilities 
provided  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  Numerous 
requests  for  treatment,  advice  and  assistance  are  received 
throughout  the  year  and  the  infesting  insects  range  from  the 
more  common  bed  bug,  cockroach  and  ant,  to  the  minute 
Pharaoh’s  Ant.  This  latter  type  of  infestation  is  either  in- 
creasing or  becoming  increasingly  reported  in  the  area. 

Wider  facilities  will  be  available  in  the  coming  year  as  the 
fumigator-operator  has  been  trained  in  disinfestation.  This 
service  will  be  fully  operated  when  future  tenants  of  Council 
houses  are  found  to  be  infested  prior  to  taking  up  the  new 
tenancy.  The  problem  of  bed  bug  infestation  in  Council 
houses  will  require  close  attention  as  prefabricated  houses, 
due  to  their  construction,  provide  excellent  harbourage  for  bugs, 
which  are  then  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  eradicate  without 
cyanide  fumigation. 


Departmental  Distribution  of  Disinfectants  and  Insecticides 


Disinfectant  (Liquid) 
Disinfectant  Soap 
Benzyl  Benzoate  ... 
D.D.T.  Liquid 
D.D.T.  Powder  ... 
Vapour  Lamps 


1 1 3 bottles 
46^  lbs. 

2 bottles 
180  bottles 
203  packets 
10 
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PART  II.— ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACTS, 

1912-1938. 


In  accordance  with  the  Agreement  between  this  Authority 
and  the  Glamorgan  County  Council,  the  Report  annually 
required  is  herewith  submitted  on  the  administration  of  the 
Shops  Acts,  1912-1938. 


Area  trading  under  the  headings 


1 — Number  of  Shops  in  the 
shown  : 


Bakers,  Pastrycooks  ...  16 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers  ...  39 

Butchers  52 

Chemists,  Druggists  ...  14 

Clothiers,  Tailors,  Outfitters, 
Hatters,  Hosiers  ...  36 

Confectioners  132 

Costumiers, ‘Gowns  ...  26 

Dairymen 27 

Electricians  and  Electrical 

Engineers  II 

Fishmongers  (Wet)  ...  13 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  67 

Grocers  and  Tea  Provision 
Dealers  ...  ...  ...  149 

Jewellers  4 

Milk  Bars  ...  ...  ...  0 

Radio  & Television  Dealers  13 

Seed  Merchants  23 

Stationers,  Bookshops  ...  58 

Multiple  Shops  15 

Barbers  (Men’s)  17 

Builders’  Merchants  ...  10 


Cabinet  Makers  and  Fur- 


niture  Dealers 

12 

China,  Earthenware  and 
Glass  Dealers 

15 

Coal  Dealers,  Merchants  ... 

20 

Corn  and  Flour  Merchants 

3 

Cycle  Dealers  

10 

Drapers  

45 

Fancy  Goods  

26 

Fishmongers  (Fried) 

35 

Garages,  Service  Stations, 
Car  Agents  

28 

Ironmongers,  Oil  Colour- 
men 

41 

Ladies’  Hairdressers 

14 

Milliners 

26 

Restaurants,  Cafes 

16 

Small  General  Stores 

70 

Tobacconists 

189 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs, 
Etc 

75 

Total 

1,297 

The  above  Schedule  indicates  that  the  area  is  comparably 
well  served  in  the  matter  of  trading  facilities. 


2 — Early  Closing 

The  early  closing  day  varies  in  the  district  by  reason  of 
traders  having  exercised  their  legal  right  of  opting  for  the 
alternative  day. 

The  exercise  of  the  above  right  has  resulted  in  a variation 
of  day  within  the  same  township.  There  has  been  evident 
within  the  year  under  review,  a definite  trend,  particularly  by 
the  larger  grocery  premises,  to  replace  the  Thursday  half-day 
by  Saturday.  These  changes  seem  to  be  generally  well  accepted 
and  the  community  at  the  same  time  appear  to  be  served 
satisfactorily. 
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3 — Closing  Hours 

Shops  within  the  area  close  according  to  the  times  set  out 
in  the  Act  and  associated  Regulations.  Regulation  60  A.B. 
which  sets  out  winter  closing  hours  operated  within  the  appro- 
priate dates,  and  no  extension  of  hours  was  permitted  for  the 
Christmas  Holiday  period. 

The  hours  of  closing  permitted  by  the  Shops  Act,  1928, 
operate  within  the  area,  the  local  Closing  Order  of  1915  being 
invalid,  due  to  incompatibility  with  the  above  Act. 

There  is  little  activity  in  the  area  by  Chambers  of  Trade 
and  Commerce.  Such  organisations  can  be  of  assistance  to 
local  authorities  by  disseminating  information  to  their  members 
on  such  matters  as  changes  in  closing  hours  and  other  legislation. 


4 — Employment  of  Young  Persons 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  as  amended  by 
the  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  are  generally 
observed  within  the  area.  There  are  recorded  to  date  42  young 
persons  employed  in  and  about  shops.  The  hours  of  work  of 
these  young  persons  and  the  conditions  of  their  employment 
are  duly  investigated  during  routine  inspections.  No  matters 
affecting  young  persons  and  requiring  action  under  the  above 
Act  arose  during  the  year. 


5 — Infringements  of  the  Acts 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  this  year  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings for  non-compliance  with  these  Acts.  The  Survey  of 
shops  referred  to  in  a previous  report  has  proceeded,  and 
numerous  infringements  brought  to  light.  These,  however, 
have  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  informally.  In  the  main, 
these  matters  concerned  the  welfare  provisions  of  Section  10, 
Shops  Act,  1934.  There  is  a good  general  standard  of  com- 
pliance with  Section  10,  but  heating  and  washing  facilities 
required  improvement  in  some  cases.  These  improvements 
have  been  effected,  as  stated,  by  informal  action. 

A photometer  was  purchased  during  the  year  to  enable 
accurate  assessment  of  the  standard  of  lighting  in  shops,  and 
in  the  various  parts  of  the  same  shops,  to  be  made.  As  a 
higher  standard  of  lighting  is  necessary  for  some  shop  functions 
such  as  clerical  duties,  this  instrument  will  prove  valuable  in 
enabling  improvements  to  be  carried  out  where  necessary. 
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6 — Authorised  Officers 

Your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  first  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  are  Authorised  Officers  under  the  above  Acts. 


7 — General  Observations  on  the  Year’s  Work 

(/)  During  1949,  309  inspections  were  made  specifically 
under  the  Shops  Acts,  1912-1938.  In  addition  to  these  inspec- 
tions your  authorised  officers  were  able  to  carry  out  shops  duties 
in  the  course  of  their  associated  functions  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(ii)  There  is  evident  in  some  areas  a lack  of  the  notices 
required  to  be  kept  posted  in  shops.  Local  stationers  and 
newsagents  are  being  urged  to  stock  copies  of  these  notices  so 
that  traders  may  obtain  copies  more  easily. 

(iii)  A survey  of  the  75  licensed  premises  and  clubs  in 
the  area  was  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  Survey  to  effect  the  necessary  ins- 
pections under  the  Shops  Acts  at  the  same  time,  and  to  inform 
licencees  of  their  responsibilities  under  these  Acts. 

(?v)  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  prevention  of 
unexempted  Sunday  Trading.  Notices  were  published  in  the 
local  press,  informing  traders  of  the  penalties  attaching  to  the 
contravention  of  this  Act. 

IEUAN  LEWIS, 

Senior  Sanitary  and  Shops  Inspector. 
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